JCTA RESEARCH & DESIMINATION WORKTEAM
OVERVIEW

Mission: To assist the JCTA President and the JCTA Board of Directors in defining and promoting positions related to educational issues.  To provide a mechanism to counter misinformation in the media about educational issues and issues relating to the teaching profession.  To provide an infrastructure for informing members, the media, online communities, and the public at-large about issues relating to public education and the teaching profession.  To build and strengthen relationships with individuals and organizations within the community who can assist JCTA in marshaling support for authentic, student-centered, teacher empowered approaches to learning in our district.

AREAS OF EMPHASIS

EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH

· Become experts on educational issues

· Subscribe to and monitor educational journals

· Education Week

· Phi Delta Kappan

· Online Sites

· Attend and monitor local, state, and national educational conferences
· Research educational topics to support the efforts of the association

· Organizational “white papers” defining JCTA’s organizational positions on issues

· Background research for JCTA projects such as grants and collaborative efforts
· Policy recommendations with background and rationale for the JCTA Board

MEDIA ENGAGEMENT
· Support the JCTA President as contacts for local media on issues related to public education, particularly instructional practice.
· Develop statements representing JCTA positions

· For the JCTA President

· For the JCTA Board

· For JCTA members

· Reactions to School Board decisions

· Reactions to “big stories” in the media
· Generate Letters to the Editor

· Identify articles and letters to the editor in local newspapers that need a response.

· Provide talking points to facilitate a coordinated letter-writing response to articles and letters.

· Get the JCTA viewpoint into the public sphere on key issues.

· Write articles for ACTION highlighting Association positions and accomplishments regarding educational issues.
ONLINE ENGAGEMENT

· Monitor the JCTA web site.
· Work with JCTA staff to update the design and content of the web site

· Develop and refine content for web site

· Advance JCTA’s organizational positions using online resources and technologies.
· Identify online forums that need a response.

· Provide talking points to facilitate a coordinated response to issues facing the organization
· Get the JCTA viewpoint into cyberspace on key issues.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

· Sponsor/participate in community forums on issues related to public education.
· Legislative Forums

· School Board Forums

· Issue Forums

· NCLB

· Privatization

· Diversity

· The value of the Arts

· Teaching to the “Whole Child”

· State Budgeting Decisions

· Authentic Assessment
· Safe Schools
· Build relationships with other community organizations to promote JCTA’s positions on educational issues.
